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The Third Person Proclitic as Topic/Focus Markers in

Mongolian

Kunihiko HASHIMOTO

B E : There is a third personal proclitic following any noun phrases in Mongolian. The proclitic, 7,
holds eight functions other than the possessive pronoun function as a prototype: anaphora; partitive;
agent; conjunct; modality; nominalizer; topic marker; focus marker. Among them the possessive
pronoun, the topic marker and the focus marker seem to form a unified group. The purpose of this
article, observing a sufficient number of data of n’ in detail, is to explicate the fact that these three
functions compose a cline which shows a gradual change from the possessive pronoun to the topic

marker to the focus marker.
*— U — I : proclitic, topic, focus, referentiality, specificity, prominence
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(I12b)FFIERERT A7 MERFE-XIZE PN L2BAFN R EHET 2@ 2 0 R
ZLTWD, Zhid, REEOMILEE that, HAGEORRAHE I~Z &) LHELELTY
Do (120X TIET A7 MMEREE-sen DE A FAA]OF T, (12b) & FER DR 4 5 T
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X REARRT D, TOEWRT, FFEM(specific)2EE 2 H D(HBA 1987, 1999), F 7=,
ZOL4LFAANIEER Y S THERTUWD O T, EALPE (prominence) D & WA i 3 TH 5
(Lambrecht 1994),

—F., WmEEX, FEY ZIZOWTOREREZEELZY , SR ERE2mzzn 4
LML, Ml EHBETICE - TUX, H LW, FERE M (nonspecific) e MEM 2 A7
LHEEZ2OND, ZORFENRIERELBORT 5@ =%, 2 2 F(comment), & 5 IX
#F 5 (theme) & ' 5> (Halliday 1967a, b, 1968),

FEY 7 XZE MYy 7 Ea X MO SNTIFRIEEE LTIRAD E, RO LD
(2725,

(14) FHEED B Rz by 2
(A R Ey o) [HEEN. Feri)] + DEFE 3 AL b [ —EER
— 9]

fih 7. A L SN2 30E, (14D b By 7 ST & ITRFRAYIC FE L ARFE DR EM: & BT
MEOMED, TN ENNIRT 5,

(15) 1H#mEED & R 7= A
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My 7 XTRZT NS, b9 —2ik, fEEt(specification)DEERE T, (17)D & 9 7o k&
RXTROLND,

(16) Tom is the principal of this school.
a. [Tom: TOPIC/ [+specific, +prominent] ] + [the principal: COMMENT/ [-specific,
—prominent] ]
b. Tom -------------mmmeee > the principal of this school
IDENTIFICATION

(17) The principal of this school is Tom.
a. [The principal of this school: PRESUPPOSITION/ [-specific, -prominent] ]+
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(16)DFEFE Tom 1E, FELFICE > THHEFICE > THRIEMRBRIERAIRTHY |
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i T O Th s,

ZIUTHK LT, (17)D EFE the principal of this school X, Ml & FZ & » ClkHzict%
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X a:ou\fﬁéﬁ%éﬂﬁbi?bﬁa“é@*@3@5753\ CHFFELFLEEFERFICTE o TRE
72T~ RTH D, EHIC \Lﬁn@f‘x ZEoTHIOT x OEERBWALIND DN
5, BN THLHDH, L& bFED f}(*@jﬂﬁﬂ (16b), (17b)IC D X H iz, EXXT
HHRICHHEE LW,

U EDORIE S OBEHE EOEWIT, T INEOXTHLEETE D,

(18) a. Cimed bag§ n’ xuul’-ijn salbar-iyn tenxm-ijn  erxlegc.
FA R Sifke 3P EH-G FE-G ARG EfLw
F A REAITEFHE T,

b. Siixbaatar-iyn talbaj n’ xot-iyn tiiiix-ijn dursgalt gazr-uud-iyn neg.
AT N=Z)-G JhYo 3P -G HEL-G L&D HBA-PL-G —@

AT S SR E R IR RSO HFTO— T,

(182, b)D A 2 v 2 7 X, FELDOHELZ DO My 7 X THDH, (18a)D EFE T
AREA] IF, FFELTFLHETHNFICE > THEMORKEMN R REER L, BEN S
LN TW5E, ZOEGEIZIRGE Wﬁ‘”‘*ﬁﬁﬁzj MME—MICE 2 Y ToHND, BFEEDIEX D
BT E FICE > THLL, TFFEICHLTa A FOZREZH - T D, (18b)IZDOWN
TH, HE‘%ODJEEH# BT 5,

(18a, b)D E7E FEEANEADL L, MR EWIIZD L2V, EEREIEIIREET
=R
(19) a. Tegexed xuul’-ijn salbar-iyn tenxm-ijn erxlegé n> Cimed bags.

WEE -G FE-G R—L-G F{Fe 3P F A RNe Ao
YR, EFEEIE. T A A TT, <0S:2001.3.6.>
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baj-dag ve?
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-G JEH-G FL&D HET-PL-G —2:2 3P A7 N—H )L-G [LH5:0
OB R T D —21%, AT /N=F)VKETY, <S&B: 53>
(192, ) bR 2 B2 T X TH LM, FRELOEEZ L OERALTH D, (192)TIHE
i NEFEE] DEEFICE > TRMOM x OINE P2 E L, FrERREKE [F4
R ] NEDOHIZALMEE LTHRESN D, FEOHIIL., (199)ICHEH TE 5,
(192, b) Tl FFEIIM & FICE > THEETHITH 20D 212, BEEZ HFOTWV 0,
WHOIXEDEHRD L IR LD THDL, ZORGIZESTEVINEDRRN, BFEICL - T
HOENCSNLDITTHLNE, FBEMDOBMBETHYEEZMNEINDLIDTH D,
D% ASDERDONEIS VIFDHFFEIT, ROFEMILDO LHERT LI LB TE D,
(20) Ta nar-iyn xamgijn ~ 6ndor n’ xen be?
H7271X PL-G bokd (D) mv 3P #e Q
DRI HLORT—FHE N EWVOITGETT A, <G&B: 170>

EeMF xen X, FEEDOHTKREBET H2LHETH LD T, EAOMEICHMAYIZE]

5, QORI a Y 27T, [HREELOFT—HBENE WA OF:CULE 55
EDMEERDTNDLDOTH D,

(16) - (INITA D L 9T, WEBEBRERIZITVWE ENDEFE LWL 0b b1, o
DHIEDAFANANE DD Z L TIHMMBEDOKEENEZ Y, My 7 XIHE R~
DL OTHL, ZoUELIE, EEAURANLEEREZZ GRS, B0

DT> TN <L,

(21) a. Tavi-aad nas xilirtel nasan tur§-aar ZOV-son Doloodloj-n
50-¥9~ AFfine ~F T FE+ ~IZH o C-INS 93 5-PF Fr— RA-G

E

xoyordugaar bayar n’ ene bilee.

B D EXew 3P ZiL ~Tho7T=
S50 fCIC 72 0 E CHEMRICE T LTEL Fe— A OFE _0oFEWI, 2 TLE,
<MX: 98>

b. Mongol  xel-nij biileg dotor mon xed xeden  yastan
FUAN FEHE-G I—Twe ~OH T EREIZ W< oo RiEe
bagt-a-na. Edgeer yast-niy xamgijn olon too-toj n’
% %5-EP-PRS Zhbd RE-G &b 72 SAD H-CMT 3P
xalx-cuud.
N )L 2N-PL

FLANGEDO T N—TOFIE, EEIE, WSO DORENRINE > TWVWET,
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THNLDOREOF TR HEDEZL DX, NI NATT, <HA: 130>

QIIFEFEIZLY TR=FeADFE _OBEV] LWIHBERE L LT, TOMICHE
BT M E E R RRAT T2 THREL TV, QIDITHGEL XL DFITH 5,
AT CHIHEE M AR L T D, B LOTENZOEREZ T2 ETHIEDOKZ %
EL, WBFED TN ZEDOHIZADMHEE LTHRELTWD,

Qla, YWTHOLFAIC . EFEIZZNTZT T, HDWIRLIT R EORTEHR & —#
27> T, T BEOBBHAMBEANRZKYIATZ & T, BHEOHROHBZID, I
WELMHEEBELS L T 5, ZOREIT, BOFEAITNE EASTHEDE SN ZTRD
TWL, ¥, BESNDZEPBEFICL>TT 7B ALSWIFE, BENEOER NN
B 2p o T,

7u M A TOERE, FREICHPANREIA TN HND EEIZELND,

(22) a. Ujlgilgee-g ezen-d n’  Suud xlirg-e-Z, xarjuutslag-iyg n’
P—EX-ACC @%-D/L 3P EH#IZ i) 5-EP-ICC HEfE-ACC 3p
00r-t n’ dlriil-e-x n’ zax zeel-ijn zar¢im.

H%>-D/L3P (JF « 2\ T) #ES-EP-NPS 3P -G .
P —bEREBRICEERT CEELZELAY Z LN, mLEEETT,
<0S:2000.3.10.>

b. Mon 1 gants neg xliin  Ug xel-sen ¢ xurl-iyn
[~ 22~ — A0 Ao S5¥e 59-PF ~& 2 2i#%-G
uur am’sgal-iyg evd-e-z ¢ad-aa-giij n’ medeez.

X & -ACC B4 -EP-ICC ~Tx %5-IMPF-NEG 3P ¥ i%k:o
Rl LT lr— ADAFETINRESLEE L THEHOREHKRAEBRLIZEREHD
Bnt vy olx, #i%k <9, <0S:2001.3.27.>

(222)D EFEICIZFEM BB A TR BNEY | HbOIWMEDERZITRH>TWND, TD
ERNFICEGT HMFEL LT, RFEOME T [HGEH] BNEE SN TV D, FERIC,
QD)DORFETHEERBAFAOEFEL, HOIMEONFRIEZ L TWT, ZORNEITK
ETHLOE LT TE# BMHEESNTVWLIOTHD, WTHOEAEL, i ERD
FEIES KR Tl DD b DD HWFED it pHLEWATLEHREEZ R L TN DL EE XS
no,

(23) EAXOEREEND R 5E LT TLFEDREIA
a. JIEE It is + [#E 53] + that + [A72]
b. & I/VEE ¢ [ATHE] + 0+ [$E AR
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RN (228, b)D K ) w4 ml A TIE R < . KV HEREOE WL A TS D BN
ﬁ@‘ﬁ—éo

(24) ANU-d sur-¢ baj-xd-aa seriiiitsiiiil-e-x undaa-niy
USA-D/L #5-ICC W5A-TM-RFL U 7 L v 29 %-EP-NPS  fRA¥-G
surtal¢ilgaan-d orolts-son n’ tiilinij axniy uran biiteel.

JK & -D/L BT 5-PF3P D HIHT-G fEdhe

TAUVATHEATODEIS, IHHRPBOILEICAE LIZOR, O D TOIER
DTH, <0S:1999.11.18.>

QCHDOEFEDONEIZITE THREATFANBENTEY (b RICOVTOFHBEZ L T
D, ZOXMBOERZEEFITHMOLRY, *OBROBFEATFIZED . #1600 TZEOIER
WHHAT LD TH D,

ERESEDOETRIEDERWNRKRIZRD & BERNRIE RGN FEDOAE 2 5D
Do
(25) a. Ene olon max-n-aas av-maar n’ ene baj-na.

IO 72K ESAD HW-n-ABL H H-DSR 3P Z#:2 & 5H-PRS
INHDOELS EAOHDOFTEWNZNDE, 21 T3, <K&Ts: 152>

b. 100 xuv-ijn gadn-iy = x0rongé oruulalt-taj sanxiiii-g-ijn bajguullaga
W=t b-G 4D-G M2z KE-CMT TH-EP-G ke
x6d066 oron nutag-t anx udaa baj-g-aa bajguul-a-gd-a-z
#lie REES-D/L FAID> ~[Al W 5-EP-IMPF A& % -EP-PSV-EP-ICC
n’ ene.
3P Zhwe

100 /X—t o " EE RO MBS H T ERE TR CRIGR SN0, 2T
4, <0S:2000.5.22.>

(25a)l%, M E FOIRRNZWATZHWOHFE NG, GELFERFFEORNZIR LN L DIEFET
b5, BEOHETFRATORTHBIZAR Y T4 FRAYTOHNLHEICEID, B
SERMEESNDDITTH D, AR, 25b)b ., LERENRTDL > THEREREEMgE L - L
T, HEFICHLT 7 EATEHHHICH L NG EZETRT H, FHUICEDARY T A b
NEN, BESHEEFHEHIZL TS NDEDOTH S,

INETRTEAEME, BFOTEHLEHELZLDO T, HMICHFIZOWTREGR L
TeHIT, EORBAFICS SO LWREDEEZBRENEET DL WIHENE L > TN,
ZOHEHOFLNCH D 0 OBADERNMNEID, AU OERN KT, FEALEIEN
Hhans,
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(26) a. Surgalt-iyn tov-d onts sur-¢ baj-san n’ {inen.
Fii-G - HD-D/L FFIZ F5-ICC WH-PF3P A D
ZOFEROPLHTRIZFE AT LW OiF, AYTY, <0S:2001.3.27.>

b. Sanaand oromgiij namtar-taj xUmiilis bidnij dund ¢imee Suugjaan
B TEleny KBRHK-CMT Axw@ FLlzbD ~ofic Fo Hw
bagatajxan az tor-z yav-a-X n’ olontaa.

MRV L7y B 59-ICC 17<-EP-ICC3P UIXULIE
BULbNRVWE I RIEKBRREF ST AL DB ORIZ0->FVEL LTS D
ik, LiELiETT (LiELiEd v £9)., <0S:2000.1.19.>

(26a) TILBFEICTHAFAN BN TN D, ETHRATFMTER ENTZARIC, KEHRE
BYIEE T L TVWDHEA T, BERICHENENE X B D 2 & T, HBrOEAN T 237§
L7 h, QED)TIFHEDRIFINERFEE LTHWLNATWS, ZORIFIIAN, EFEOH)
%ﬁﬁ@¢ﬁkof%iW%@T%éoﬂz L 2 OEA A E BTG ORI E &
Bz nE, QNOLIIC, EFEORICEL ZENTE D,

(27) susect[Sanaand oromgilij namtar-taj xtimiilis] olontaa prepicate[bidnij dund ¢imee
Suugjaan bagatajxan az tor-zZ yav-na].
17 < -PRS
FBrLon2WnWE ) RiKBR TR o7 A28, LIZULIE, REeb0FIZO->ZVED
LTWET,

26b)ix. QN &I EREA L Lz BT, BHE DRG] olontaa & n’ D% A D KL E
ICBE L CTCEEEAXTHL EE XD,

5. &7V

3 AT SR OAROBKIEIL, TARSAF & L TEITATMNEZEMREST 52 &
Thd, ZOWREOESE. 0l [A%@L(WﬁﬁL[h%ﬁ]@%%%@%%f&:
AR RAT WD, 3 DOERRMED > BRI [AWE] [Frat] BA&EdEiczo T
WE L, RWT [HERE] oSBT o T, 3 DOREKREEO fi (L O FE A
EilF &, T FE Yy ZERERZ L L TOAAWVWEHELS TS, My 7RO
V5 e, ZORMBOEELBEOHERBEENELG LT DXk d, TiEix [HEtk]

EENE] BT T 2ADMEERD Ny 7 L LTCOMEKEMN S SN 0Icx LT, ibksE
WG Eb~AFADETaA L e LToOMKERODOEND, DT TALE~ AT R
DIER FEFE L BFEOR TANEDL L &, [HFREEOKIEN LT, 0| TERERERICE
TH5OTHDL, DFED, ’m\FEy&@%?@%ﬁ@ED&@%T%V%M@%rﬁ
DIIZxt L, BRERTIIEHOBFE L OB THRWER X2 REbiFThHd, LLED
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ZEEHRTHE, RO XTI D,
(28) 3 AT A % EEEE n° OEREDBAT -

T A K4 e — [AFRIE] 7 [FrAtE] ot

L [$ERE] ok

l [fFéFﬂ:_ PE] / [sSZPE] o s

(28) T/R ENT-HEBEDOBATIZBEREIIZ 72 D O Tld /e < | A EWREHE, F M0
/\b‘%/\/\? AL I TN, HERN, EEHICZ2ENTHDOTHD,
ﬁWWELnﬁﬁﬁkbf@@%%ﬁUék[%i@] [ESEPE] DBV,
FEEMEEONEE SO DR ER LT 5, EFBETIX, LA bEA T A ~BAT
FTHICoNn, IEFFEM., FERSHEOEAVWARL 2D, —F, BFETIE, WELF., AT
ARAF, BERRAFOIEICH & FOHERME~DOT 7B RAERBL o TNE, Th
PR EME, ENiEOESEVNbIbIND, ZOBITORTEZRRTHE, RO LI
5%,

(29) EEE L BFEOFREMEOBAT
—less [#@EM]) / [E3M]  more—

= : BAEm < 4
W WELE > AR > BRR A
BRI BEMERIL, M, AT TH LA, BRALHATH L0,

UEDEBEZENL, 3 }\ffrfﬁﬁ@é%u i, FRBEEREAICHE > TV D ERENE L
AL DG MEIE ORI & &2, BRI AT ST S LT, RirliEMoxy hU—7
EHERTHZE LT L, R URRICKIE T 5 B2 28681, 8 4 Bil 2 [ZHhA7 L
THHBELTHELTWDOTIERLS, W D0 OEHETIZ L > THEWRIZE#E ST
BN TWbDTHD,

* AR L E RS ELDICH Y  2ADOEHREENLEERIEHAEVWEE W, ZOBEMEY T,
HLEFZ0, 2B, fiXONE., EidBiconTit, —UoHETZ2EERNAILDOTH D,

%
Dy a2 OEMEREOMGIT, KOEY Th 5,
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ABL: Ablative, ACC: Accusative, ASR: Assertive, CLC: Collective, CMP: Completive, CMT:
Comitative, CND: Conditional, CST: Causative, D/L: Dative-Locative, EP: Epenthetic
Vowel/Consonant, G: Genitive, HBT: Habitual, ICC: Imperfective Conjunctive Converbal,
IMP: Imperfective, INS: Instrumental, NEG: Negative, NPS: Nonpast, OPT: Optative, PCC:
Perfective Conjunctive Converbal, PF: Perfective, PL: Plural: POSS: Possessive, PPST:
Perfective Past, PRS: Present, PST: Past, PSV: Passive, Q: Question Marker, QUK: Quick
Action: RCP: Reciprocal, RFL: Reflexive-Possessive, TM: Time Conjunctive, VLT:
Voluntative, VOC: Vocative, 1P: First Person Singular Possessive, 1PL: First Person Plural
Possessive, 2P: Second Person Possessive, 3P: Third Person Singular Possessive, 3PL: Third
Person Plural Possessive, 3SG: Third Singular, @: Zero Marker, +: Attributive Sign.

D 5RO B LS ORIGIL, KOEY TH 5,
G&B: Gaunt, John and L. Bayarmandakh (2004), HA: Hangin, John G. (1997), K&Ts:
Kullmann and D. Tserenpil (1996), L: Luvsanzav, C. (ed.) (1976), MX: Byambacan, P. (ed.)
(1979), OS: Odrijn Sonin <Electronic Newspaper>, S&B: Sanders Alan J.K. and J. Bat-Ireediii
(1999), U: Sarav, C., et al. (1978).

VEVALGEICEBEEHOBENERREO YA TS L TRET 5 ER EORAR S
Do ZORANIREEFFE I, AR ORF TCRBEROK ZRT,

7] -aad*: -aad, -eed, -ood, -66d. —uul*: -uul, -iil.
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