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The Timein Shohogenzo and the Time in Ecclesiastes

Kunihiko HASHIMOTO

Abstract In addition to the time computed physically, we have the experiential time that is
recognized by the subject. Dégen, who was a sophisticated philosopher as well as a Zen monk in the
Kamakura period, shows that time and existence cannot be separated from each other. On the other
hand, Ecclesiastes (The Words of Koheleth), a book of The Old Testament, considers time as an event
phenomenon which proceeds to the future dynamically, implying the existence of God. Although
apparently differing about how to conceptualize time, those two, in fact, have a critical common point

to share.
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